Role of laparoscopy in blunt liver trauma.
Although much has been written about the role of laparoscopy in the acute setting for victims of blunt and penetrating trauma, little has been published on delayed laparoscopy relating specifically to complications of conservative management of liver trauma. There has been a shift towards managing liver trauma conservatively, with haemodynamic instability being the key indication for emergency laparotomy, rather than computed tomography findings. However, as a side-effect of more liver injuries being treated non-operatively, bile leak from a disrupted biliary tree presenting later in admission has appeared as a new problem to manage. We describe in this article three cases that have been managed by laparoscopy and drainage alone, outlining the advantages of this technique and defining a new role for delayed laparoscopy in blunt liver trauma.